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THE SATS READING TEST.

Content domain reference

KS2 Reading SATs papers analysis by @_MissieBee

% of questions by content domain

2a give/explain the meaning of words in context

Contentdomain “17 “18 19 22 ‘23 2b retrieve and record information/identify key details
from fiction and non-fiction
2c summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph
2b 28 26 42 38 32 38
2d make inferences from the text/explain and justify
2¢ 4 b 2 4 2 2 inferences with evidence from the text
2d 44 44 36 44 46 44 2e predict what might happen from details stated and
implied
- ¢ § . . 2 a 2f identify/explain how information/narrative content
of 5 - 0 B 9 0 is related and contributes to meaning as a whole
2g identify/explain how meaning is enhanced through
2g s 0 6 0 0 0 choice words and phrases
2h 0 4 2 0 0 6 2h make comparisons within the text




THE SATS READING TEST

KS2 Reading SATs papers analysis by @ _MissieBee (‘? oy G @
‘Pass’ marks and total word counts (reading booklet + answer booklet) rounded to the nearest 100

2017 2018 2019 2022 2023 2024

Extract Questions Ex. Qu. Ex. Qu. Ex. Qu. Ex. Qu. Ex. Qu.

Words 1937 1203 1488 | 1077 | 2168 | 1020 | 1553 975 2046 | 1174 | 2012 | 1061

Total ~3100 ~2600 ~3200 ~2500 ~3200 ~3100




KS2 Reading SATs papers analysis by @ _MissieBee

2017 2018 2019 2022
Extract Words Marks w M W M M
First 602 15 560 17 633 14 474 16 627 14 578 16
Second 709 17 214 17 632 19 538 15 808 20 648 18
Third 626 18 714 16 903 17 541 19 611 16 786 16
Total 1,937 50 1,488 50 2,168 50 1,553 50 2,046 50 2,012 50
3m Qs 2 (third ex.) 2 (third ex.) 2 (third ex.) 2 (third ex.) (2™ & 3"ex.) (2™ & 3™ex.)
Key: | Fiction Non-fiction Poetry




THE SATS READING TEST.

The Girl who
Walked on Air




INSIDE THE PAPER

Madagascar is an island country in the Indian Ocean, off the coast of East Africa.
It is well known for its range of weird and wonderful wildlife.

Imagine treading through the rainforest in Madagascar and noticing hurried
movements in the plants below you. You creep forward to investigate. Suddenly, you
sea a group of animals unlike anything that you have seen before. Ten of them are
sniffing along the ground with long, pointy snouts that look almost like bird beaks.
The creatures are quite small - maybe the size of a pat hamster. Their bodies are
round and covered with spines like a hedgehog. They are brightly coloured like a
bumblebes with yellow streaks running down their backs and legs. On their heads,
each of the animals has a crown of bright yellow spikes.

They are not hedgehogs, birds or bumblebees, even if they look like a confused
hodgepodge of these animals. You have encountered a family of lowland streaked
tenrecs. They are one of many species of tenrecs living in Madagascar.

Are all tenrecs the same?

Lowland streaked tenrecs look unlike any of the other types of tenrec excapt for
their cousins who live in highland rainforests. Highland streaked tenrecs are as
spectacularly weird as their lowland cousins, but they have white stripes running
down their sides instead of yellow ones.

Both highland and lowland streaked tenrecs are very social animals and are the
only kinds of tenrec that live in family groups.

What do tenrecs eat?

Tenrecs forage in the rainforest for soft-bodied invertebrates such as worms and
beetle larvae. They sometimes stamp on the ground with their forepaws, to create
vibrations, which may increase earthwormm activity. They have very fragile jawbones
and can only eat soft food. If they tried to eat anything harder, it could damage or
aven break their jaws.

-3 TREAKY AND SQUEAKY

How do streaked tenrecs communicate?

Sometimes streaked tenrec families get separated in the rainforest and need to
communicate with each other. They make high-pitched sounds when they need to
find each other. This process is called stridulation.

What is stridulation?

Unlike other types of tenrecs, a streaked tenrec has special spines on its back that
it can rub together to produce high-pitched squeaks and chirps. Crickets and other
insects commonly use stridulation to communicate.

Humans cannot hear the noises made when streaked tenrecs stridulate because
they are made at sound frequencies that are too high for human hearing. Scientists
need a specialist microphone to pick up and record the sounds.

What issues are streaked tenrecs facing?

Streaked tenrecs are unique to the rainforest in Madagascar and cannot be found
anywhere else in the world. In recent years much of this landscape has been
destroyed. As a result of deforestation, where humans cut down the rainforest
for wood, tenrecs are in decline. Streaked tenrecs play an important role in their
habitat as they hunt smaller creatures and are prey for larger animals like birds and
snakes. Without tenrecs, the whole food-chain could be disrupted, causing serious
problems for wildlife in Madagascar.

How are people helping streaked tenrecs?
While there have been efforts to help tenrecs by keeping some in zoos, this is not

necessarily the best solution due to their short lifespan and the need to keep them
in groups or pairs.

Zoos are working to build a population of these animals by breeding them in captivity,
so that people around the world can learn about the marvellous streakiness and
squeakiness of the streaked tenrecs.



THE GIRL WHO WALKED ON AIR

This is an extract from a story in which Louie shows her circus
skills to her friend, Ned. This is the first time she has ever shown
anyone her ability to walk across a tightrope.

I was ready. No one had ever watched me before. Jittery though | was,
I trusted Ned to be straight with me. He saw all the acts go in and out
of the ring, so he'd know a star turn if he saw one.

The rope was now about ten feet off the ground. Ned watched from
the ground. He thought it was all one big prank. Right up until | kicked
off my clogs, tied back my hair and asked him for a leg-up on the rope.

“You ain‘t getting up on that?” he said in amazement.
“Of course | am! Now help me up.”

“It isn’t safe, Louie. You can‘t just get up on the rope and ... well ...
do it. It's a proper skill. It takes years of practice!”

‘es,” | said. “I know."
| could’ve told him about my scrapbook. About Blondin®, my hero. And
that while he, Ned Bailey, had been snoring away in his cosy bed, I'd
been practising every morning for as long as | could remember. But |
wanted him to see it for himself.

*Charles Blondin was a French tightrope walker and acrobat who was famous in the 1800s.

“Help me up,” | said.

So he cupped his hand for my foot and on the count of three he heaved
me upwards. | moved onto the rope till | lay flat across it. Slowly, | eased
myself into a crouching position. Now | was a lot taller than Ned. The
thought made me giggle. Or maybe it was just my nerves.

“I've got a bird's-eye view of the top of your head,” | said. “Now step back
and watch."

“Shouldn’t | stay here? Just in case you fall?”

“You're a pea-brain, Ned. Course | won't fall.”

My mind went quiet. | stood up slowly, counted to five and focused straight
ahead. The entire world had shrunk right down on this one length of rope.
Nothing else existed. Under my feet the rope swayed slightly. It was part of
me now. It had grown out of my heels and toes. We were the same thing,
this rope and me. It made me feel wonderfully light.

. U

Arms out to the side, | took a step forward. Then another. Left foot, right
foot, sliding forward along the rope. When | reached the other side |
stopped. Turned right round to face the way I'd come. The only movement

was in my ankles as they worked to keep me upright. | started walking
again, this time making more of a show, flourishing my wrists, stopping to
crouch down and stretch out each leg in turn. It felt good to be watched. It
made me think harder about how | moved, what shapes and lines | made.

When | reached the middle, the rope began to sway. Mot badly, but
enough to make me steady myself. | didn’t have a balance pole; |
made do with outstretched arms. Bending my knees a little helped
too. Slowly, surely, | kept moving, the rope always a part of me. As
it grew still again, | spun on one foot like a dancer. Below me, Ned
breathed in sharp. Eventually, at the other side, | leaned on the tree
trunk and grinned down at him.

“What d'you reckon?”

His meuth hung open. “Do it again,” he sald. “Blimey, Louie!

Do it again!”

The flames were there inside me. Now I'd started, | wanted more.
More people, more cheers, more gasps of delight.

Focus, Louie.

A deep breath, a thought of Blondin and my mind cleared. | stepped
out onto the rope, spread my arms and walked as if | was strolling in

the park. Then | turned right round and did it all again. Finally Ned
said, "You better come down.”

Back on the ground, | felt suddenly shy in my too-big tunic and old
tights. Ned seemed unable to speak.




THE LEOPARD

In this account, the writer Ruskin Bond looks back on the experiences he had Leopard skins, they told me, were selling in Delhi for very good money.

while living in the mountains and forests near Mussoorie, in northern India. Of course there was a ban on the export of skins, but they gave me to understand
that there were ways and means... | thanked them for their information and
walked on, feeling uneasy and disturbed.

The hunters had seen the carcass of the deer, and they had seen the leopard

paw prints, and so they kept coming to the forest. Almost every evening | heard
Th e L e 0 p a T d their guns banging away, for they were ready to fire at
almost anything. / KB

“There's a leopard about,” they always told me.

| first saw the leopard when | was crossing the small stream at the bottom of "You should carry a gun.”
the hill. As | began climbing, the grunting and chattering increased, as though
the monkeys were trying to warn me of some hidden danger. A shower of "I don’t have one," | said, and they went away.
pebbles came rattling down the steep hillside, and | looked up to see a sinewy,
orange-gold leopard poised on a rock about twenty feet above me. After that, there were fewer birds to be seen,
and even the monkeys had moved on. The pine
He was not looking toward me, but had his head thrust attentively forward. martens, who had previously become bold, now
Yet he must have sensed my presence, because he slowly turned his head and dashed into hiding at my approach. The smell of one
looked down at me. He seemed a little puzzled at my presence there; and when, human is like the smell of any other.
to give myself courage, | clapped my hands sharply, the leopard sprang away into
the thickets, making absolutely no sound as he melted into the shadows. | had One day, | was out walking and came across the entrance to a cave.
disturbed the animal in his quest for food. But a little later | heard the quickening The silence was so absolute that it seemed to be
cry of a deer as it fled through the forest. The hunt was still on. ringing in my ears. But there was something else
of which | was becoming increasingly aware: the
The leopard, like other members of the cat family, is strong feline odour of one of the cat family.

nearing extinction in India, and | was surprised to find one
so close to Mussoorie. It was some weeks before | saw the
leopard again, although | was often aware of its presence.
A dry, rasping cough sometimes gave it away. At times |
felt almost certain that | was being followed. Once, when

| was late getting home, and the brief twilight gave way
to a dark, moonless night, | was startled by a family of
porcupines running about in a clearing. | looked around
nervously, and saw two bright eyes staring at me from a
thicket. | stood still, my heart banging away against my

| paused and looked about. | was alone. There was
no movement of dry leaf or loose stone. Perhaps the
leopard was crouching there in the dark, watching
me, recognising me, knowing me as the man who
walked alone in the forest without a weapon.

| like to think that he was there, that he knew me, and that he acknowledged my
visit in the friendliest way: by ignoring me altogether.

ribs. Then the eyes danced away, and | realised that they Perhaps | had made him confident - too confident, too careless, too trusting of the
were only fireflies. human in his midst. | did not venture any further; | was not out of my mind. | did
not seek physical contact, or even another glimpse of that beautiful sinewy body,
On one occasion, | found the remains of a deer, which had only been partly springing from rock to rock. it was his trust | wanted, and | think he gave it to me.
eaten. | wondered why the leopard had not hidden the rest of his meal, and
decided that it must have been disturbed while eating. But did the leopard, trusting one man, make the mistake of bestowing his trust
on others? Did |, by casting out all fear - my own fear, and the leopard's protective
Then, climbing the hill, | met a party of hunters resting beneath the oaks. They fear - leave him defenceless?

asked me if | had seen a leopard. | said | had not. They said they knew there
was a leopard in the forest.
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THE
QUESTIONS.

Within the 60 minute
test, the children had 35
questions to answer.

2a 2b 2c 2d 2e 2f 2g 2h
Give or Retrieve Summarise Make Pradict Identify Identify Make
explain the and record main ideas inferences what might and / ar and / or COMpansons
meaning information from more from the fext happen explain how explain how within the
of words in or identify than one or explain from details information meaning is taxt.
context. key details paragraph. and justify stated and or narrative enhanced
from fiction inferences impilied. content is through
and with evidence related and choice of
non-fiction. from the text. contributes words and
to meaning phrases.
as a whole.
22 2
23 1
24 1
25 1
26 3
27 1
Qu. Section 3: The Leopard
28 2
29 1
30 1
31 1
32 1
33 1
34 1
35 1
36 2
37 1
38 1
39
Total 5 19 1 22




MAKE INFERENGES FROM THE TEXT OR
EXPLAIN AND JUSTIFY INFERENGES WITH
EVIDENGE FROM THE TEKXT.

B Read the paragraph beginning: One day...

What made Ruskin suspect that the leopard was inside the cave?

1 mark

Section 3: The Leopard
Qu. | Requirement ‘ Mark
35 Read the paragraph beginning: One day... im

What made Ruskin suspect that the leopard was inside the cave?

Content domain: 2d — make inferences from the text or explain and justify inferences
with evidence from the text

Award 1 mark for reference to the scent / odour (of a cat / leopard), e.g.
* jt smelled of cats
* there was a strong smell of one of the cat family
* the strong feline odour of one of the cat family

* there was a weird odour coming from the cave

* because of an odour.




RETRIEVE AND RECORD INFORMATION OR
IDENTIFY KEY DETAILS FROM FICTION
AND NON-FICTION.

Qu. | Requirement | Mark

3 How can you tell streaked tenrecs are social animals? im

Content domain: 2b - retrieve and record information or identify key details from fiction

) ) and non-fiction
e How can you tell streaked tenrecs are social animals?

Award 1 mark for reference to living in family groups, e.g.

1 mark s jt says they live in family groups
= they are the type of tenrecs that live in families
* they are the only tenrecs that live in groups

* they are always in groups.

Also accept reference to communicating with each other, e.g.

» they make high pitched noises when they need to find each other
* they communicate with each other when they are lost

* they talk with each other.

Also accept reference to zoos needing to keep streaked tenrecs in pairs or groups, e.g.

* jn zoos they must be kept in at least pairs

* zookeepers won't keep them individually as they need to be kept in
at least pairs.

Do not accept reference only to the quotation, Both highland and lowland streaked
tenrecs are very social animals, e.g.

s the text says that they are social animals.




HOW GAN WE HELP AT LOGKS HEATH
JUNIOR SCHOOL?

* We foster an ethos at Locks Heath Junior School for a love of reading.

* All children inYear 6 are borrowing two library books every week.The
first is set at the correct level of challenge for your child to progress in
their reading skills based on the reading assessments we complete in
class. The second choice of book is a free choice to allow reading for

pleasure and aspirational reading.These books are to be brought to
school everyday.

‘Evidence suggests that children who read for enjoyment every day not only perform better in reading tests than those
who don’t, but also develop a broader vocabulary, increased general knowledge and a better understanding of other
cultures.” - Pearson Education stated that in 2019.




HOW GAN YOU HELP AT HOME?

* Model reading of any kind.

* Remind children to complete their reading
comprehension tasks.

* Celebrate their reading choices and enjoy books together.

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?

* Evidence shows that good quality reading helps generate
good quality writing.

* Improves children’s vocabulary, sentence structure and
ability to write in a range of styles.




RECOMMENDED

Year b

READING LIST

chiid.

Animals

Dumb Creatures - Jeanne Willis

The Butterfly Lion = Michael Morpurgo

Anna Sewell, Black Beauty

The What on Earth? Wallbook Timeline of Nature - Christopher Lioyd
The Crodvstarver - Dick King-Smith

Uonboy - Zizou Corder

Tiger Wars ~ Stave Backshall
Spooky/Mystery

The Haunting - Maragret Mahy

Mokee Joe Series - Peter ) Murray

Cirque Du Freak - Darrren Shan

The Vampire's Assistant - Dasrren Shan
Vampirates series - Justin Sompter

The Thousand Eyes of Night - Robert Swindells
Eren - Simon P Clark

Abomination - Robert Swindelis

The Weathermonger - Pete Dickinson

Aliens Don't Eat Dog Food - Dinah Capparucci
Kiler Mushrooms Ate My Gran - Susan Gates
Trust Me I'm a Trouble Maker - Pete Johnson
Jones Charmed Life - Diana Wynne

Night of the Living Veg - Phillip Reeve

Night of the Living Dead - Phillip Reeve

Harry and the Wrinidies « Alan Tempaeriey
Fruit and Nutcase - Jean Ure

Granny - Anthony Horowitz

The Secret Diary of Addan Mole aged thirteen and three quarters - Sue
Townsend

The selection of books In this list are a gulde for chlidren aged 10-

M in year 6 at school. The books range various genres to cover all
Interests. Some of the books contain mature themes we recommend
you use your discretion to select books that are sultable for your

READING 'I'IIH\SllIIES

Historical
* The Diary of Anne Frank

. T

| am David - Anne Holm

When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit - Judith Kerr
Tom's War - Robert Leeson

Goodnight Mr Tom - Michele Magorian

Blitz Boys - Linda Newberry

Fly Away Home - Christine Nostlinger

Dolphin Crossing - Jill Paton Walsh

The Machine Gunners - Robert Westall Blitzcat
Once - Morris Gleitzman

The Silver Sword - lan Serralllier

antasy

Midnight is a Place - Joan Alken

Skellig - David Almond

Heaven Eyes - David Aimond

Artemis Fowl series - Eion Colfer

The Supermnaturalist - Eion Colfer

The Dark is Rising sequence - Susan Cooper
Icafire - Chris D'lacey

Shrinking Ralph Perfect - Chris D'Lacey

The Salt Pirates of Skegness - Chris D'Lacey
Ingo - Helen Dunmore

Inkheart - Cornelia Funke

Inkspell - Cornelia Funke

The Thief Lord - Cornelia Funke

The Owi Service - Alan Garner

Elidor - Alan Garner

Warriors of the Raven « Alan Gibbons

Little White Horse - Elizabeth Goudge

The Power of Five series - Anthony Horowitz
Warrior Cats series - Erin Hunter

Redwall - Brian Jaques

Tooth and Claw - Staphen Moore

The Wind on Fire Trilogy « Willlam Nicholson
The Noble Warriors Trilogy = William Nicholson
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